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The third section comprises about 40 pages and lists 109 titles. It is 
carefully annotated and is of great value, especially because it contains a 
record, not only of session laws, but also of compilations of statutes, 
which ' ' official revisions are as much acts of the general assembly, as the 
ordinary session laws and, frequently, extensive changes in the Statutes 
are made by them." The earliest title listed in this section is the "Laws 
passed in the Territory of the United States, Northwest of the River 
Ohio" from 1788-1791 and the last is the "Laws of the State of Illinois 
enacted by the Forty Eighth General Assembly at the regular biennial 
session" of 1913. 

Bernard C. Steiner 

Proceedings of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin at its Sixty- 
first Annual Meeting Held October 22, and December 19, 1913. 
(Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1914. 238 
p. $1.00) 
Aside from the proceedings of the sixty-first annual meeting of the 
society and the reports of officers, including the last report of the late 
Dr. Thwaites, the present volume contains six historical papers. First 
comes an address by "Walter B. Douglas on the "Spanish Domination of 
Upper Louisiana," containing an excellent general view together with 
many interesting glimpses of life in St. Louis during the period covered. 
The author contradicts the statement so often made that "the Spanish 
officials were systematic depredators upon the Royal Treasury, ' ' declar- 
ing that all available evidence indicates that they were honest men. In 
conclusion, he finds that while the Spanish government in Upper Louis- 
iana had its weaknesses "it was dignified, it was just, and it was not 
oppressive. ' ' 

"The Telegraph in Wisconsin" by Ellis B. Usher contains an inter- 
esting account of the experiences of those who installed and first operated 
the telegraph in Wisconsin. Then follow some "Recollections of An- 
toine Grignon. ' ' The pioneer whose reminiscences are here printed was 
born at Prairie du Chien in 1828 while that place was still one of the 
important centers of the fur trade in the upper Mississippi Valley. He 
tells briefly of early Prairie du Chien, of the beginnings of Trempealeau, 
of the hardships of early mail-carriers, of various phases of the fur 
trade, of the Hudson's Bay Company, of early St. Paul, and of the 
manners and customs of the Indians living in the vicinity of Prairie du 
Chien. There is little that is new in these recollections, but they possess 
the interest which the reminiscences of those who lived in an earlier day 
always possess for the present generation. The contents of a paper on 
"The Influence of the Whites on Winnebago Culture" by Paul Radinj 
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and of another on "La Verendrye's Farthest West" by Doane Robinson, 
are indicated by the titles. 

The concluding contribution is the journal of " T. Turnbull 's Travels 
from the United States across the Plains to California," edited with in- 
troduction and notes by Frederic L. Paxson. Turnbull 's journey was 
made in 1852 and his route lay from Chicago across Illinois and Iowa to 
Council Bluffs, thence up the Platte River to Fort Laramie, along the 
Sweetwater River through the South Pass, and down the Humboldt 
River to the gold diggings in California. The journal records the in- 
cidents, the hardships, and the scenery of the trip in considerable detail, 
and reflects the spirit of the emigration to the gold fields which even in 
1852 was so strong that at times the line of teams stretched out over the 
plains as far as the eye could see. Furthermore, the journal records the 
experiences — the disappointments, the hopes, the sickness, and the 
varying fortune — of one who reached California after the best claims 
had been taken, when the country was "all dug up," and prices were 
abnormally high. 

Dan Elbert Clark 

Official Report of the Debates and Proceedings in the Nebraska Consti- 
tutional Convention. Revised and edited by Albert Watkins, 
historian, Nebraska State Historical Society. Volume in. 
[Nebraska State Historical Society, Publications, 13.] (Lin- 
coln : Nebraska State Historical Society, 1914. 676 p. $2.00) 
The Nebraska State Historical Society now appears to have completed 
its publication of the materials for the constitutional conventions of 
Nebraska. Some years ago it brought out under the editorship of Ad- 
dison E. Sheldon two volumes containing the greater portion of the 
debates of the convention of 1871. In the third volume, now appearing 
under the hand of Albert Watkins, present historian of the society, the 
debates of 1871 are concluded, those of 1875 are given in full, and fugi- 
tive papers relating to constitutional attempts in 1860 and 1864 are 
printed. The volume, like its predecessors, is printed in the cheap and 
unattractive style formerly followed by the society, and has no index. 
Its value, however, in completing the materials for the study of the Ne- 
braska constitutions, is considerable. 

After various futile attempts at statehood, embarrassed always by the 
social and political cleavage introduced into the territory by the river 
Platte, Nebraska was enabled by Congress on April 19, 1864. At the 
polls, statehood was defeated, and no constructive action was taken 
under the enabling law until in 1866 the legislature adopted a 
draft of a constitution and submitted it to the people, who ac- 



